UNIT ONE EXPLANATION OF GRADED ASSIGNMENTS

After working through the Unit One course materials, you will need to do the following graded assignments

Unit One: Discussion Question One (Participation Grade)

Answer the following question in at least fifty words:

What were the historical origins of the Enlightenment?

Unit One: Discussion Question Two (Participation Grade)

Answer the following question in at least fifty words:

Explain the attitude towards church and state institutions expressed in Voltaire’s Candide.

Unit One: Discussion Question Three (Participation Grade)

Answer the following question in at least fifty words:

Explain the treatment of the upper classes in Congreve’s The Way of the World.

Unit One: Quiz One (Quiz Grade)
Answer in at least fifty words the following question:

Outline the major trends of philosophical thought in the Enlightenment period.

Unit One: Quiz Two (Quiz Grade)

Answer the following question in at least fifty words:

 Describe how the elevated language functions in Pope’s “The Rape of the Lock.”

Unit One: Quiz Three (Quiz Grade)

Answer the following question in at least fifty words:

Explain the importance of reappearing classical motifs in Restoration literature.

UNIT ONE RESPONSE PAPER (Exam Grade)
DIRECTIONS:  

Choose one of the following questions to answer in a one page essay.  Follow MLA format.  You may focus on one reading selection to illustrate your ideas or you may compare several of the Enlightenment works you read to answer your chosen question.  This essay counts as a test grade.

1) Is it possible to separate the literary and historical value of a book from its message and purpose? Other selections in this unit have dual roles; they are important historical documents that can be read for information on past cultures, or read as pure literature, just for the story.  Is it possible to read a selection while ignoring its historical and cultural messages? Is it desirable?

2) Many of the fiction selections in this unit move very swiftly from one event to another. Many scenes take only a page or two, sometimes just paragraphs. This is characteristic of other 18th century novels, but does it work for you as a modern reader? Does it make the often horrible events harder or easier to take?

3) Our world is much like the world of the Enlightenment: people live in slavery, there are violent wars, and disease and natural disasters wreak terrible havoc on human lives. What might these authors ‘ messages to today's readers be? What might these Enlightenment writers make of today's world?

4) Several of these selections mix actual events, reported "straight," with completely fictional characters and events; but everything is delivered in the same tone and literary style. Does this style work for you?

Unit One Research (Exam Grade)

On the discussion wall post a link to a video or article that is related directly to the readings for the unit and explain the significance on the discussion wall.

