UNIT SIX:  EXPLANATION OF GRADED ASSIGNMENTS

After working through the Unit Six course materials, you will need to do the following graded assignments

Unit Six: Discussion Question One (Participation Grade)

Answer the following question in at least fifty words:

What is the function of the past in The God of Small Things—a tool for making decisions in the present, or a barrier to moving forward in life?

Unit Six: Discussion Question Two (Participation Grade)

Answer the following question in at least fifty words:

If Ammu and Velutha in The God of Small Things had been able to continue their secret relationship, what would the possible outcomes have been? Keep in mind that they would have been rejected by both his caste and hers. What are the logical outcomes of such a situation?

Unit Six: Discussion Question Three (Participation Grade)

Answer the following question in at least fifty words:

The novel's ending is bleak in Things Fall Apart. Does this mean that the Igbo lost everything or that they are destined to lose everything in the face of colonization? Is there a difference between accepting European ideas and European domination?

Unit Six: Quiz One (Quiz Grade)
Answer in at least fifty words the following question:

Define post-colonialism as both a movement in literature and the arts as well as a form of literary and cultural theory and criticism.

Unit Six: Quiz Two (Quiz Grade)

Answer the following question in at least fifty words:

Joseph Conrad's 1902 novel Heart of Darkness is one of the most famous stories about Africa in Western literature. In it, a European man, Mr. Kurtz, who is a colonial agent sent to "subdue" a jungle region, is reduced to insanity after being exposed to an African society that is untouched by European contact, perhaps because he realizes that that his own society, an imperial European society conquering the world, is not the only real one. He can't handle this realization, and goes mad. Marlow, the story's narrator, is sent up the Congo River to find him, working hard not to have the same experience. Here is part of what Achebe has said about Heart of Darkness:

    "...It is the desire...the need—in Western psychology to set Africa up as a foil for Europe ...Heart of Darkness projects the image of Africa as 'the other world,' the antithesis of Europe and therefore of civilization, a place where man's...intelligence and refinement are finally mocked by triumphant bestiality. ...The real question is the dehumanization of Africa and Africans. ...And the question is whether a novel which celebrates this dehumanization, which depersonalizes a portion of the human race, can be called a great work of art. My answer is: No, it cannot."

 Do you agree with Achebe? Can a work like Conrad's be considered great, or does its portrayal of Africa and Africans keep it from truly speaking to all readers?

Unit Six: Quiz Three (Quiz Grade)

Answer the following question in at least fifty words:

In Things Fall Apart the Igbos struggle with colonial power and an encroaching European culture. What is your understanding of how colonialism works, how it affects peoples and their cultures? Does colonialism fundamentally change a person's understanding of him or herself? Does it lead to a loss of culture? Can any element of colonialism, and its accompanying technological modernization, be considered positive?

UNIT SIX:  RESPONSE PAPER (Exam Grade)
DIRECTIONS:  

Choose one of the following questions to answer in a one-page essay.  Follow MLA format.  You may focus on one reading selection to illustrate your ideas or you may compare several of the works you read to answer your chosen question.  This essay counts as a test grade.

1) Compare and contrast the postcolonial elements that define the works of a range of world authors, including Derek Walcott, Chinua Achebe, Deepika Bahri, W.B. Yeats, Seamus Heaney, E. M. Forster, Salman Rushdie, and Arundhati Roy.

2) Define the terms “postmodernism” and “deconstruction” as well as the phrase “Magical Realism,” and identify the most important characteristics of the movements, fields, theories, and texts associated with these terms. Make certain to use specific works of literature, poetry, art, music, architecture, cinema, philosophy, or drama to illustrate your thesis. 

Unit Six Research (Exam Grade)

On the discussion wall post a link to a video or article that is related directly to the readings for the unit and explain the significance on the discussion wall.

